





allowing for changes in Tonality,
Transpose, Pan, Volume and
Instrument.

® Tonality  alters the music to the
selected mode, giving a different
feel. There are seven different
options in this sub category:
lonian (Major) is the ‘normal’
mode for music.

Dorian lends a more folky/
ethnic sound to the melody.

Phrygian creates unusual
melody jumps.

Whole Tone moves in tone
steps, and creates a far-
eastern, open sound.

Mixolydian is like the blues
mode, except it has the same
number of steps as the Major
mode. This makes it more
versatile.

Aeolian (Minor) is the other
‘normal’ mode for music.
Switching from Major to Minor
makes the music sound ‘sad’.

Pentatonic is, in essence, the
black keys on the piano. It can
give an eastern sound.

® Transpose allows the user to
move the pitch of the piece up or
down. Each step of one is like

moving up or down one note on a
piano. Moving up or down 12 is
an octave.

® Pan is the control for moving
the position of an instrument in
the music ‘stage’.

® Volume is the control for the
loudness of a specific track setting
or instrument.

® Instrument is where you
control which instruments are
being used and at what point they
are introduced to the composition.
Each track setting in each virtual
band contains its own unique
instruments. For example, you
might wish to introduce a clarinet
towards the end of a movie. Add
a keyframe at the appropriate
position on the timeline and select
the favoured clarinet (provided
that the Band that is selected
contains a clarinet). The chosen
instrument will now enter the
composition at that keyframe.

When a keyframe is chosen it
appears on the timeline as a
diamond. A Null Keyframe is an
outline diamond and has not been
applied, while the Active
Keyframe diamond turns gray. To
delete a keyframe, simply click on
it using the mouse and press

backspace. You can apply

multiple events/keyframes to a
composition and therefore tune
the music to your preferences.

Conclusion

Abaltat is based in Ireland and
has received accolade from the
Broadcast Engineers at IBC2006
and the ‘What caught my eye’ IBC
Award 2007. It has a user base
of post production houses,
advertisement agencies,
broadcasters and videographers.

This is a powerful piece of
software and the options allow for
many different compositions. The
best part is that you can change -
and listen to your changes - in an
instant. This allows you to check
out many different combinations
in a very short space of time.

As a tool for enhancing your
production Abaltat Muse is
invaluable. For those that do
Corporate, SIV or Event
Videography this could save you
thousands of pounds in a very
short time. The music for a thirty
second advert could fetch
€35,000 for the author.

If you wanted some copyright
free music you are stuck with
what is on the market. This
software writes the music to the
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exact length of your clip and is
your copyright, which means you
could also sell it if you wished. All
in all this is a breakthrough in
making music for videographers.
Personally, | am musically tone
deaf - however, | have composed
some really fitting music for some
projects | am working on. Normally
I would spend ages looking for the
right copyright free music - now |
can just press Compose!

The compositions can
seamlessly integrate with Apple,
Avid, Adobe and Media 100 edit
applications, you can also
compose a full MIDI version for
direct import into Digidesign’s
Protools or Apple’s Logic.

There is also Abaltat Express
which is exactly the same as the
Muse version except that it uses
the Macintosh sound library and
not the broadcast quality sound
library of Garritan and Native
Instruments. So the main
difference is sound quality and
price. ®
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